
May 2019, Volume 9 

“I agree that a love of reading is a great gift for a parent to pass on to his or her child.” ~Ann Brashares   

The Mustang  
News     

Message from the Principal 
It is amazing how quickly the 2018-2019 school year has gone! As we come to the end of another school 

year it is important to reflect upon the education provided to our children by our staff. The week of May 6-

10 is National Teacher Appreciation Week. School is such a great place because of our staff! Our staff work 

tirelessly to bring their best, daily, to our children. The staff at Palo Pinto truly care about helping kids be 

the best they can be! Please take some time over this month to reach out and thank our staff members for 

doing so much for our most students. We also thank you for all you do for your child, and we are happy to 

work in partnership! 

As we all know, the state assessment is around the corner.  It is very important that your child be at school 
and do their best on the test on testing day. Accordingly, please make any appointments (doctor, etc.) on 
a week other than the designated testing week.  In order to help your child be successful on this important 
test, please ensure that they do the following things before the tests: 
 
 Gets a good night’s rest the night before the test. 
 Eats a healthy breakfast the morning before the test, 

consisting of protein and carbohydrates.   
 Dresses comfortably on test day (within dress code) 
 Arrives at school on time (or a little early) the morning 

of the test.  Doors open at 7:00am. 
 Has a great start to a wonderful day!  Send your child 

off to school with confidence-building words of encour-
agement.  Suggest practices such as taking deep 
breaths to relax before and during the test. 

 Remind your child to read all of the directions and 
questions carefully and look closely at all of the answer 
choices before choosing the one they think is best. Al-
so, encourage students to make use of test taking strategies that they have been taught. 

 Remind your child to check his or her answers carefully before turning in the test. 
 
It is very important that classes not be interrupted once testing begins to ensure an environment where 
students can be most successful.  Please help us to provide your child every opportunity for success by 
ensuring that your child is not late to school, appointments are not scheduled during the test, and that 
students who are testing are not picked up early on testing days.  
 
We greatly appreciate you being a partner with us in making certain your child receives the best education 
possible. Because of your continued efforts, your child is heading for academic success! 
 

April Superheros of the Month: Autumn Harris, Clayton Guzman, Peyton Ross, Josh Davies, Jacob Polston, 
Addison Love, Macey Tincher, Riley Vigil. 

Spring 2019 State Assessment Testing 
(STAAR) 
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Upcoming Dates 

 
5/6-5/10  Teacher Appreciation Week 
 
5/8     National School Nurse’s Day 
 
5/13     STAAR Math Grades 3, 4, 6 
 
5/14     STAAR Reading Grades 3, 4, 6 
 
5/15     STAAR Science Grade 5 
 
5/20     Field Day 
 
5/21     Science Expo 
 
5/22     6th Grade End of Year trip       
   
5/23     Last day of School; Early Release  
     12:30pm 

 

 

Attendance Drawing 
 
Palo Pinto Elementary will be having an at-
tendance drawing for the students that 
miss less than 3 days a semester. The sec-
ond semester will start on Jan. 7th and end 
on May 17th. Students with 0 absences per 
semester will receive 3 tickets per semester 
in the drawing (for a total of 6 possible tick-
ets for the year per student), 1 absence per 
semester will receive 2 tickets in the draw-
ing, and 2 absences per semester will re-
ceive 1 ticket in the drawing. The Grand 
Prize will be a Nintendo Switch, and the will 
be four runner-up prizes ($50 gift card to 
Walmart). One prize per student. The offi-
cial drawing will be held on May 23rd at the 
awards ceremony.  

Palo Pinto PTO 
PTO stands for Parent Teacher Organization. The Palo Pinto 
PTO is a nonprofit group comprised of parents, teachers, and 
staff dedicated to improving the educational experience of all 
students at Palo Pinto Elementary School.  That being said it’s 
that time of year again to invite willing parents and teachers 
into our organization. Please take the time to contact a PTO 
member and volunteer with us throughout the year. We love 
our students and want out parents and teachers involved with 
all the exciting things we do throughout the year.  


